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Introduction  
 
The COVID-19 outbreak represents a significant risk to the community, inclusive of the Surf Life 
Saving Queensland membership, and preventative measures are increasingly important, to be put in 
place to lessen the impact, wherever possible.  
 
UPDATED: 
From midnight Friday 1st May 2020 the Queensland Government will be lifting some restrictions 
that are currently in place.  
This includes some of the following (but not limited to):  

• Public can conduct recreational activities within 50km from their home 

• Going for a picnic 

• Sitting on a park bench and enjoying lunch or a coffee (this may also mean the beach as 
well) 

• Utilising boats and jet skis for leisure 

• Go out with people from their household however can only be with people from their 
house or go out as a single with one other person 
 

What’s not included (but not limited to): 

• Travel to other cities. E.g. people from Brisbane cannot drive to the Gold or Sunshine 
Coasts for leisure and vice versa 

• Gather in large groups 

• Go to areas with restricted access e.g. Fraser Island, Moreton Island and North Stradbroke 
Island 
 

While some of the restrictions have been lifted, social distancing must still be maintained at all 
times, be within 50km of your home unless you are doing an essential activity and practising good 
hygiene 
 
What should a Patrol Captain or Lifeguard do when the beach has large groups gathering?  
 

• Lifeguards and Patrol Captains monitor for gatherings on the beach area  

• Lifeguards and Patrol Captains should understand that people will continue to visit the 

beach to complete personal exercise including walking, swimming and surfing. This should 

be in no more than a family or a single, as defined by government regulations   

• When gatherings on the beach are in excess of the current regulations or members of the 

public are disregarding regulations, Lifeguards or Patrol Captains are to advise the on-duty 

Lifeguard Supervisor, Rove Lifeguard or Duty Officer, who will then be able to liaise with QPS 

in relation to the matter.  



• The Lifeguard Supervisor, Rove Lifeguard or Duty Officer is to attend the beach and to 

confirm the total number of people on beach if possible and contact SurfCom who will liaise 

with QPS in relation to the matter. 

• Lifeguards, Patrol Captains, Lifeguard Supervisor, Rove Lifeguard or Duty Officer are to work 

with SurfCom and QPS as required.  

• Action is to be determined from liaison with QPS 

• If required:  

Lifeguard or Patrol Captain & Lifeguard Supervisor, Rove Lifeguard or Duty Officer are to 

execute a beach closure with support of QPS, beach to remain closed for the remainder of 

the day. 

Suggested PA: 

“Attention – Attention – Attention: The QLD Government have issued a Ministerial 

directive that prohibits gatherings in large groups. This directive is to deal with the public 

health risk of COVID-19 and its possible consequences to the community. This beach will 

now be closed, we would ask that all people exit the water and beach area.” 

• Multiple PA announcements may be required  

• PA may be required after closure ongoing 

• Standard Beach Closure Signage should be placed at prominent entries to the beach 

• Minimum patrol numbers should be maintained. 

• Prolonged closures may require strategic barriers at entry points with assistance from 
council and signage.   

• SLSQ, QPS, Local government to make decisions about futures days. I.E.  Maintain closure 

until further notice and assess each day on a day by day basis. 

• Lifeguards and Lifesavers should be aware of social distancing and should only have one 

lifeguard/lifesaver in the tower, one lifeguard/lifesaver on the beach/4WD/ATV and if there 

are any extras, spaced apart in accordance with social distancing guidelines.  

 

What should I do if people do not heed our advice?  

• It is possible that members of the public, may not heed the advice of lifeguards and 
volunteer patrols. Lifeguards and patrol members are always to ensure their own personal 
safety and that of others on patrol 

• If people do not leave the area, do not take matters in to your own hands, continue to work 
with the support of SurfCom and QPS.  

 
What should I do if media arrive at our beach?  

• All media enquiries are to be directed to the SLSQ media team on 0419 201 246. 
 
How long will this continue for?  

• It is imperative, that we continue to review our operational practices, to ensure that we 
meet the changing nature of this crisis. SLSQ will continue to provide you with regular 
communications, containing the most-up-to-date advice, policies and information - relevant 
to your roles as lifeguards and lifesavers, emergency first responders and community 
members. 

 

       

 


