KNOW THE DANGERS

BE RIVERSAFE

Swimming not advised

Beware of strong currents and undertows

Beware of submerged objects

Avoid alcohol when
swimming or boating

Vessels and power craft in operation

Always wear a life jacket
when using watercraft

lifesaving.com.au
Brisbane River

KNOW THE DANGERS

BE RIVERSAFE
Danger
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Ensure there is no Danger for:
Yourself / Bystanders / Patient

Response

R

When enjoying our Brisbane River it is important to Be RIVERSAFE no matter what you are doing
as there are hidden dangers you may not be aware of.

SAFETY TIPS


Check for Response by talk
and touch.


S

Send for help



If unresponsive, send for help
by calling 000.




Airway

A
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Open airway and ensure it is clear.
If not, roll patient onto
their side and clear airway.



Breathing



Look, listen and feel for
breathing. If not breathing normally,
commence CPR.
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CPR

C

Start CPR. Give 30 chest
compressions followed by 2 rescue
breaths with head tilt.

Defibrillation

D

Plan ahead and make sure are prepared prior to your trip to a waterway. Ensure you have
checked the weather forecast prior to your departure and have told a friend or family
member where you are going and when you are expecting to return.
On arrival check conditions, read all signs displayed and comply with the warnings and
information.
Swimming is not advised in the Brisbane River due to the hidden dangers you may not be
aware of.
Strong currents and undertows may occur, especially after heavy rainfall.
There are many different watercraft users in the Brisbane River including boats, ferries
and canoes. So take care when operating watercraft and ensure you obey speed limits and
abide by the rules. All users of watercraft are required to have a correctly fitted lifejacket on
board at all times.
Always keep watch of your surroundings as you move throughout the waterway to avoid
collision with other watercraft or debris. Be aware of pontoons and pylons as well as
anchored vessels which may pose a risk.
Slower craft, such as kayaks and canoes, should remain on a particular side of the river.

Attach Defibrillator if available.
Turn on and follow voice prompts.
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Drinking alcohol before operating watercraft increases the risk of drowning or injury. When
operating a boat you are required to be under the legal limit of 0.05. The effects of alcohol
increase when you are in the sun for prolonged periods of time.
Supervise children when they around the Brisbane River.
Be SUNSAFE and ensure sunscreen is applied regularly, wear protective clothing, seek
shade and remain hydrated.
It is important to remember there are no lifeguards or lifesavers to look after you while you
enjoy the Brisbane River. So ensure you have a first aid kit with you and it is recommended
that you learn basic first aid and CPR.

